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On Sept. 8, Uruguay's local daily El Pais reported that Brazilian speculators are purchasing huge
tracts of land along the border, especially in the eastern provinces of Cerro Largo, Treinta y Tres,
and Rocha. According to El Pais, if land speculation continues at the present rate, about 38% of
Uruguay's total land (some 6 million ha.) could be held by foreigners by the year 2000, with about
25% of all Uruguayan lands in the hands of Brazilian investors alone. Most of the land purchases
are allegedly used for speculative purposes only. Some Brazilian investors who have set up agroexport operations take advantage of the country's loose immigration legislation to attract huge
numbers of undocumented Brazilian workers. Uruguayan sources say atrocious labor conditions
are widespread on Brazilian-owned farms employing undocumented workers. According to local
Catholic Church spokespersons, "the undocumented workers are exposed to inhuman conditions
that practically border on slavery." The Brazilian land grabs and the invasion of undocumented
workers are creating social problems throughout the border area. Labor unions say former small
farm owners who lost their land and workers who lost their jobs to undocumented Brazilians
are now forced to scratch out a living as contraband traffickers along the border. Thus far, only
mildly nationalistic reactions are apparent among Uruguayan politicians and organizations. The
government has been called on to intervene only for purposes of enforcing the labor code. Carlos
Rodriguez Folle, president of the local Rice Growers Association, said, "I've never been concerned
about a producer's nationality, but rather that all farmers respect the law and pay their taxes." Local
politicians dismissed the relevancy of landowners' nationality, but asserted that investment in land
for speculative purposes was "unacceptable." (Source: Agence France-Presse, 09/08/92)
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